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Athlete Salary
	In American society today, the entertainment industry is a staple in our economy and daily lives. Arguably the biggest part of the entertainment industry is sports. There are the “big 4” sports in America including football, basketball, baseball, and hockey. The common argument towards professional sports is that the players and teams make too much money. This major entertainment business makes a large amount of money each year and the contracts giving to the athletes reflects that revenue. The more popular sports such as football and baseball do tend to have much larger contracts coming out each year to free agents signing with different teams around the league and for some people the money being made is too much for what they do. The thing is that these people complaining that too much money goes to athletes are still attending or watching the sporting events and in turn paying their contracts. 
	Sports is a business and it can be seen in every aspect of the game. Players often leave teams when their contract is up to go to another team offering more money. This happens every day in life where regular people will get a promotion or another job offer that pays better or is better for the individual personally and that person will leave the job they have for this new one. The difference is that athletes are being paid a lot more and every move they make is magnified by the media. According to forbes.com and their “The Business of Basketball” rankings the New York Knicks are the most valuable team in the NBA. The total revenue for the Knicks posted was $376 million for the 2015-2016 season. This number is obviously very large and shows how much these teams can make. Along with the total revenue number, the expenses for paying players was at $86 million which isn’t quite as large as the revenue number but is still an astounding amount of money. Although, it only makes sense that the players that bring is all this money for the teams, by playing the games and jersey sales among other things, should see a sizable cut from the revenue. This is a business industry, people deserve to get paid for their work and if that work is bringing in such a large amount of money it would be practically robbery if the players got paid an everyday person salary while the owners and other managers of the team got to split the rest of the money amongst themselves. 
	Being in the entertainment industry, sports comparisons can be seen in the other varieties of entertainment but one that definitely resembles sports is the movie industry. Obviously the criteria we judge an actor on is different than how we judge an athlete in being good at their job but for the fact of business and money there are many similarities. Directors and producers go out and try to find the best actors to fit the roles they want and they are willing to pay the actors large amounts of money in order to make more money later om once the movie is released. This is similar in the way an owner and general manager of a team will go out and sign the best players for large contracts with the hope this player will bring in more revenue and make their team successful the next season. Looking at the total revenue for the most successful movie of 2016 movie compared to the most successful baseball of 2016 the similarities can be seen easily. According to Forbes, the World Series champion Chicago Cubs had a total revenue of $340 million while their total payroll totaled at $154 million. As for the highest grossing movie in 2016 according to boxofficemojo.com, Rogue One: A Star Wars Story had a total revenue of $529 million with the total expenses for the movie being $200 million. Both of them where the top of their respective fields and both pulled in outrageous amounts of money but it just goes to show that in order to make this kind of money the expenses are going to be very large as well. They are businesses as said before and they are very lucrative and successful so the people who are in the business get the benefits of that success and it often shows in how well they are paid. 
	Athletes make millions of dollars a year for being the best at what they do. Often times this idea of being the best at a job does mean that the person will make the most money for that position. The difference is in most jobs we are talking thousands of dollars maybe hundreds of thousands but rarely hitting the million dollars mark when it is rare to find players that make less than a million dollars in professional sports. Players from different sports are going to be judged on talent through a different scale and set of skills depending a lot on the position being played. Quarterbacks in football often make the most money on the team because every play depends on their skill to execute the play correctly and make split second decisions on what to do with the ball. In basketball though the most money often goes to the best player the team has and position isn’t as much of a factor as it plays in football. A basketball game can be dominated by a single player and a team can win off of the major efforts of that one player unlike in football where the whole team has to play well to get a win and this is why basketball players can get more money regardless of position if they have the ability to take over a game single handedly. So it is easy to see that different sports are hard to judge the payment of a player compared to a similar player in another sport and this is why it can be hard putting players into a certain criteria and say they all should be paid the same. 
	Athletes make a lot of money that everyone would be more than happy to have as well and people can think this money is too much considering what they do. Looking at the stats and facts of the industry it is hard to say the players don’t get a fair pay for the money that the teams make a business. The players bring in the money for the team and make them as profitable as they are and that is why their salaries are nothing outrageous compared to the revenues. 
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